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SERMO N 


Preached at the Funeral of 
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The Righteous periſheth , and no man layeth 
it to heart ; and merciful men are taken 
away, none conſidering , that the Righteous 
is taken away from the evil to come. 


p Ila. 57. 1. 
| 
| 


N the ninth Verſe of the former Chapter 
the Holy Prophet threatneth a fearful Judg: 
ment that was like to fall on the Jews, he 
calls for the wild Beaſts of the Field and the 
Foreſt to come and devour , meaning the on 
B tiles, 
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tiles, which thould be Execurtioners of the 
Lord's Judgments; and becauſe the Lord is 


4A 
Caf * 2%. I : . Wy * 42a PRE 


| 

| 

| Righteous in all his Ways, and Holy in all his 

| Works, he ſhews what Cauſes would pro- 

| voke the Lord to. inflict ſuch a heavy Judg- 

| ment upon his People , as to give them up to 7 
| be devoured by the Beaſts of the Field and the ; 


= 


Foreſt , ſuch ſavage Enemies. 
The Firſt»:Caule is ſet down at large in the 
reſt of the Verſe to the end of the Chapter : 
Even the .Blindneſs , Idleneſs , Covetoulnels, 
and Security of their Watchmen , who ſhould 
have taught the Fear of the Lord , the negle& 
of their Duty being a __ Occaſion of the 
Peoples Sin, is alledged as the Firlt Cauſe of 
God's Judgments threatned, 
- The Second Cauſe was in the Common 
People, ſet down in the firſt Verfe of this! 
Chapter: - Even their careleſs. negle&, in not 
regarding nor conſidering the Death of the 
Righteous , when many of them were taken 
| | þ away to warn them of ſome ſtrange Judge-} 
| : ment to come; yet they laid it not to Heart 
| | | nor conlidered , but continued and. proceeded* 
in their Sins, drinking, and llingchemſelyes 
with” Wine and ſtrong Drink:, and Merri-| 
ent, promiſing themſelves happy Days, as 
it is the: manner of-the Wicked to 6 
, ECUre 
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ſecure when Judgment is neareſt unto them, 
as we have Example in Belſhazzar , Dan. 5. 
he was among his Concubines and his Cups, 
when the Hand wrote his Doom over againſt 
the Candleſtick, Mene mere tekel npharſin, 


The Righteous periſheth. 


Theſe are the Words of the Holy and Evan- 
gelical Prophet, lamenting the Spiritual Se- 
curity of the Fews, chiding and re _— 
them for their great Stupidity and Spiritua 
Lethargy. 

Whereia we have, Firſt, The Perſons that 
dyed, who are deſcribed by two excellent 


Properties: 1. Righteous before God , 2, Mer- 
ciful towards Men, Secondly, The Manner 
of their Death, ſet forth by two Terms , peri- 
ſheth , are taken away, The Sin of careleſs 
People, by two Phraſes, ot laying to heart, 
nor conſidering the death of the Righteous, Fourth- 
ly, the final Gauſe or ſpecial End for which 
they dye and are taken away, and that is, to 
prevent future Evils. 

Concerning the Perſons , here are two great 
Problems to be reſolved , hard Queſtions, 


B 2 Queſt, I. 
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Queſt. 1. How can any Man be 
Righteous ? The Scripture faith, 
There #s none Righteous , no not one. 


IT. How do the Righteous periſh ? 
The Lord knoweth the way of the 
Righteous, the way of the Ungodly 


ſha I periſh. 


nſw. I. There is a Legal Righteouſneſs, 
ſo Adam was righteous in the ſtate of Inno- 
cency, being creatcd after God's _ This 


Righteouſneſs is forfeited and loſt, ſo by na- 
ture all are corrupt and unrighteous: There 
is none Righteous. | 
IL There is an Evangelical Righteouſneſs, 
and this is twofold. 
: I. The Righteouſneſs-of Imputation,, when 
the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt is imputed- to the 
Believer, and recerved of him by Faith : Chrift « 
made of God to be unto us Righteouſneſs, '1 Cor. 1, 
> Jehova thtdkenu , Jer. 23. 6. He was made $in 
for us, that we might be made the Righteouſeſi 
of God in him, 2 Cor. 5. wt, As Chriſt was 
'made'Sin  for-us, not by the infuſion of Sin 
igto his Perſon, but by imputation of our 
Sins 
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Sins unto him: So we are made righteous 
before God, not by any Righreouſnelis inhe- 
rent 1n us, but by the Righteoulſnels of Chriſt 
imputed unto us. 

2, Believers are righteous by SanRification, 
when by the Spirit of Chriſt the Mind is en- 
lightned, the Heart is mollited, the Will is 
rectified, the Aﬀecions ſanctified, and the 
whole courſe of their Life is reformed, the 
habits of Grace planted in them, they are 
partakers of -the Divine Nature; fo that as 
before they liked, loved, and lived in Sin, 
now they abhor and avoid Sin and all the 
occaſians of it: He that doth righteouſneſs is 
righteous, 1 Joh. 3.7, This doth not make us 
perfectly Righteous, but imperfe&ly ; not be- 
fore God, but before Men. Jars. 2. 24. 

. 3. They that are Righteous thus by Julti- 
fication and Sanctification , are allo merciful, 
paſively and actively : Paſſively, that 4s , firſt 
1n nature and order, ſuch as Gad received into 
Mercy and Favour, hence tliey are called 
Veſſels of Mercy prepared unto Glory , Rom. 
9. 23. they are truly Righteous before God, 
whom-:he 'hath received into Mercy in for- 
giving their Sins, Rows. 4. 6,7. (Actively, for 

uch as ſhew mercy unto others, theſe two 
are always found rogether in the ſame _ 
. ons 


_—_—— 
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ſons, as our Saviour; Matth.:'5, 7, Bleſſed are 
the merciful, for they ſhall receive mercy, They 
have obtained pardoning Mercy , and ſhall ob- 
tain crowning mercy : He which receiveth 
mercy of the Lord will ſhew mercy unto Men, 


Queſt. II, How doth the Righteows periſh ? 


Anſm. Not in Soul, for rhat is immortal, 
and cannot periſh by any means, but doth live 
out of the Body as well, or more truly than 
in the Body: This Solomon _—_ Eccleſiatt, 
12.7. The ſpirit returns to God that gave it ; 
this St. Paul defireth, To be diſſolved, and to be 
with Chriſt : Phil. 1.23. and LZazarw enjoyed 
at his Death, being carried by the Angels in- 
to C4braham's Bolom: Luke 16, and this Fohn 
ſaw in a Viſion, Revelat. 6. 9. performed to 
the Saints, he ſaw the Souls under the Altar, 
Neither doth he perifh in Body, for the Body 
of a Righteous Man hath till a Being in the 
ſight of God, and remains a Member of 
Chriſt's Myſtical Body : This Union betwixt 
Chriſt and the Faithful is not of Souls only, 
but alſo of Bodies; the Bodies of Saints do 
not finally and totally periſh, their Duſt in 
the Grave is precious 1n God's fight , they onl 
ſleep in Jeſus, and by the power of Jeſus ſhall 
be 


be raiſed again glorious Bodies. Phil, 3. wit. 
Nothing periſheth of a Righteous Man in 
Death finally and totally, but Sin. They pe- 
riſh in appearance, according to the Opinion 
of the World and the Judgment of Fleſh and 
Blood. The proper meaning of this Expreſ: 
ſion is, They dye, depart hence, and are no 
more ſeen, their place kaoweth them no more, 
or, as the other: Word is added exegetically, 
they are taken away or gathered to God an 
his Chriſt, to Angels and Saints, | 


Obſervation. The Righteous and Godly Man 
muſt dye as well as others, bur the Death of 
the Righteous 1s not hurtful but beneficial, no 
loſs, but great gain and advantage. 


Of this Leſſon we ſee two Branches. 
I. That the Righteous Man who is Evan- 
elically Righteous, as being juſtified by the 
Righeouſnel of Chriſt, and fandified by his 
Spirit, muſt dye, and go down into the Cham- 
bers of Death and Darkneſs, and the Houle of 
Rottenne(s, as well as others. 
2. That the Death of the Righteous is not 
hurtful; but beneficial, no loſs, bur- gain. 
Of the. Firſt, Death ic the way of all the world 
Joſh. 23+ 14+. The way of all the earth, faith 
David, 
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David, 1 King. 2.2, It is the end of all Men, 
as Solomon, Ecclel. 7. 2. and the Righteous 
muſt walk and paſs this way, and-come to 
this end before they come to their everlaſtin 

Home, as well as others : The wiſe man ayet 

« well as the fool, Ecclef. 2. 16, yea in this 
reſpe&t the condition of the Children of Men 
and the condition of Beaſts are alike, 1s the 
one dyeth, ſo dieth the other, Eccleſ. 3. 19. No 
marvel if the condition of all Men be alike, 
High and Low, Rich and: Poor, Wile and 
Unwiſe , Learned and Ignorant, Righteous 
Unrighteous , Godly and Prophane , eros 
evoud\nc, Mors impudens, it fears no colours , 
ſpares neither great nor good: CAbel dyed, 
whoſe Perſon and Sacrihce God accepted, 
as well as Cain whoſe Perſon and Sacrifice 
God rejected. C_Abrahars the Father of all the 
Faithful, and the Friend of God , 1ſaac , J«- 
cob, Joſeph, all the Patriarchs, Prophets, Apo- 
{tles, Evangeliſts, and Holy Men of God paid 
this Tribute, and all mult pay: Heb. 9. 27. 
Statutum eff, there is the necefſlity z Omnibus, 
there is the Univerſality of dying, there is a 
Statute Law for both, Enacted in the Court 
of Heaven, v/hich no Mortal cat Repeal. As 
ſure. as we are born. to live, fo fure are we! 
born to dye; Naſci & denaſei ordo.rerum eff, 1 


need 
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'necd nor travel tar tor many more Examples 
or Proofs of this, only turn your Eyes to that 
 doleful Object and (ad Spectacle of Mortality 
'under that black Vail, then conclude of this 
.neceſſity: For if Art, and Learned Skill and 
'Induſtry of Phyſick could have continued 
him, it Strength of Body could have preſerved 
him, if Wiſdom and rare Gifts of Mind, if 
* Temperance in Diet, if Chaſtneſs of Life, if 
'4 concurrence of all excellent Virtues, if Piety 
' and the Power of Godlineſs, the Life of Ho- 
| lineſs, if the Wiſhes of Men, yea of a whole 
Nation, if the Prayers and Tears of the 
Godly, if any thing could have prevailed for 
him to give him any Priviledge againſt Deaths 
Arreſt, blackneſs and darknels had not at this 
time covered that Earthly Tabernacle wherein 
lately lodged ſo Heavenly a Mind, 


Queft. Why ſhould this be fo, hath 
not Chriſt died for the Righteous, 
why then ſhould they dye ? Death 
is the Wages of Sin, hath not 
Chriſt ſuffered for all their Sins, 
wherefore ſhould they dye? 


C nſw. 
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eAnjw. Chrilt by his Death and Sarnta- 
tion harh freed them from the ſecond Death, 
ind all the degrees of it; as, 

1. Spiritual Death 1n Sin. 

2, The Damnation of the Soul at her ſepa- 
2aration frum the Body, 

3. From the Condemnation of the whole 
ian ar the Returrectionz Go ye curſed into ever- 
/ fling fire, 

This Death Chrift by his Death hath abo- 
liſhed, and treed the Righteous from, bur not 
from the firſt Death, which is the ſeparation 
of Sout and Budy: He hath only changed the 
nature and ule of the firſt Death, he. hath 
taken away the ſting and venom of it, all 
che evil and hurt of ct: Of a Punithment 
for Sin, he hath made it a Paſſage into Hea- 
ven; of a Curſe, he hath turned it into a 
Bleſſing; 1t did at firſt deprive Men of good, 
but now 1t putteth - the Righteous into the 
poſſeſſon of all good, The Righteous muſt 
dye. 


Ratio 1. To accomplyh the Decree, and to 
2rove the truth of God, who faid, 1» the day thou 
-ateſt thereof, morte morieris, thou ſhalt ſurely 
4ye. Gen. 3. 17. As they who are adjudged 
and condemned to dye are dead in Law, albeit 

they 


\ 
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they be kept in Prion, and not pretentiy Exe 
cuted; {» our firſt Parents, though they did 
not immediately dye, were ſubj.& to D-ath 
by the delert of Sin, and lo in them all then 
Poſterity, By one man ſin entred into the world 
and death by ſin; and ſo death paſſed upon all men, 
for that all have ſinned, Rom. 5. 132, 


Now that the Decree of God might be ac- 
compliſhed , and his Truth kept inviolate and 
ſtand with his Mercy, Man, yea the Righteous 
Man muſt dye the firſt Death. 

If Man ſhould dye no manner of Death, 
how could the Truth of God appear? and i! 
that Death due to Sin had been inflicted on 
Man , how ſhould the Mercy of God have been 
manifeſted ? 

This Controverſie God in his wonderful 
Wiſdom hath reconciled thus , Fat mors bona.. 
& habet utraque quod petit ; in changing the 
curſed nature of Death, and making that 
Temporal which was Eternal, doth his Mercy 
appear; and in the diſſolution of Man's Body 
into Duft for a time, doth his Truth ap- 


Pear. 


Ra. 2, Becaule all are Daſt, Our Bodies are 
Earthly Tabernacles , Howſes of clay , the foun- 
| C 3 


dation! 
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dation of them tn the duſt : Job 4. 19. CA fleſb 
is praſf, and the glory of man as the flower of thi 
field: Iſa. 40. Great as well as mean ones, 
their Glory fades, they wither as the Grals, 
and meet all in the Duſt: Our ife is a vapour. 
Ja. 4. 14. 

The Sea never reſteth, but is always eb- 
bing or flowing, ſo is it with the Life of 
Man, it never {tandcth atone ſtay, .every Day 
-Cutteth off. one part of our Life, no power 
can make my Life ſo long to day as it was 
yelterday, we arc nearer our end 1n the Eve- 
ning than in the Morning. Fob 4.20. Me are 
deſtroyed from morning to evening. Even as Ri- 
vers run into the Sea, ſo our. Liſe. runs into 
Death. This is the Reaſon which the Lord 
uſeth, Gen.3.19. Duſt thou art, and into duſt ſhalt 
thos return. 


Ra. 3. Becauſe here is no continuing City 
for any, We are Strangers and Pilgrims, and 
are placed in the World for a ſeaſon, as Men 
upon a.Stage to act our parts, and then muſt 
be gone, to give room for others, Oe: generation 
paſſer away, and another generation cometh, Ec- 


cle. I. 4. 


Ra, 4. The Righteous are taken away be- 
| cauſe 
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caule the World 1s not worthy of them, Heb. 11 
38. They are the means of Befſings to thi 
World, 1. By their preſence: 2, by then 
Prayers, they ſtand in the gap, they (tave off 
Judgments from the World; the Angel could 
do nothing to filthy Sodom , until Zor was gone 
our of it into Zoar: Gen. 19.22. 3. By their 
Examples: and 4. By their Counſel : Bur the 
wicked World will neither follow their Ex- 
ample, nor take their Counſel : Therefore the 
Lord doth take away the Righteous in Mercy 
to Them , but in Judgment to the #orld, 


Branch 2. The Death of the Righteous 
is not hurtful but beneficial, no loſs, 
bur great gain and advantage, 


This will appear, 1. By the Phraſes which 
the Holy Ghoſt aſeth to deſcribe the Death of 
the Righteous : 7: zs 4 ſleeping in Jeſus, 1 Thel- 
ſalon. 4. CA reſting in hope, Plalm 16. <A 
putting off an earthly tabernacle , 2 Pet. 1.14. A 
falling of a corn of Wheat into the ground, 
that 1t may ſpring up more glorious; a ſowing 
in God's Acre, Foh. 12. 24- 

It 1s a gathering of them to their Fathers : 

1. Of their Bodies from a place of care and 
labour, 
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labuur, Ot trouble and pain , to a place of eaie: 
reſt, and ſecurity, They ſhall enter into peace, 
rejt in their beas, Verl. 2, 

2. Of their Souls, from the Body to God, 
to eAbrehim's Bolom , from an Earthly Taber- 
nacle and Houle of Clay, to an Houle net made 
with Hands, Eternal in the Heavens : from 
Men to Angels, from Sinners to Saints per- 
fectly righteous ; from Enemies to their beſt 
Friends , trom the Vale of the ſhadow of Death 
to the Land of the Living , from the Church 
Militant to the Church Triumphant , from 
Earth to Heaven, whither they are gathered, 
as the Apoſtle teacheth at large , Heb. 12. 22, 
23,24. to Mount Son the City of the Living 
God, the Heavenly Fernſalem; to an innume-1 
rable company of Angels, to God the Judge 
of all, and the Spirits of juſt Men made per- 
tet, to Jeſs the Mediator of the New Cove- 
nant. 

2, This will yet evidently appear, if we con- 
ſider two things. 

1. The Evils from which the Righteous are 
freed by Death. 

2. The Good which comes unto them in 
Death, the Bleſſed Eſtate they ſhall then enter 
iato, and {o continue to all Eternity, 

For the firſt, they. ſhall be freed, 1. From 

all 
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all Evils, corporal and temporal , Sicknctles 

Dileates, Aches , Pains, Griets, Toy!, Labour 
Crutles and Loffes, Troubles and Periecutions 
which God's Children, as long as they live here 
are ſubje& unto. The Dilcipie of Chriſt muſi 
take up lus. Crotls 5 Through much tribulation wt 
rrnit enter amis the Kingdom of Heaven, Ac 
4.22, 

We mult look for Afflictions fo long as Li' 
laſteth , but Death makes an end of them a! ; 
Lite and Fronble are Twins which were born 

xtogether: Fob5. 7. Hanis born uatotrouble, as 
the ſparks fly apward ; and mult dye together. 
as John heard it by a Voice from Heaven , Reve- 
lat, 14. Bleſſed are the dead which dye in the Lord. 
for they reſt from their labours : All labour in then 
JActions, and dolour in their Paſſions are ended, 
then {ball God wipe away all tears from their eyes, 
Revelat, 21. 4. 

+ Again, they are often taken away to pre- 
vent {ome extraordinary Evils to come, as 1n the 
Text : So Joſah, 2 King.22. was put in his Grave 
in peace, that he might not ice the evil that 
God did bring upon his Land : So Luther was 
taken away not long before that miſerable Ca- 
lamity which the Lord brought upon Germany, 
for their contempt of the Goſpel. C_Angufzme 
died before the taking of Hippo ; Parexs betorc 
the 
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.he raking ot Heydelberg : happy 1s he who dieth 

xtore his Country, 7. e. before the ruine and 
Jdelolation of his Country. Virgil. 

Felix Nepotianus qui hec non videt , ſaith Fe. 
rom of his Friend Nepotianus: Ferom lived in a 
:alamitous time, and he counted his Friend 
happy, that he dicd-before he ſaw thoſe Cala 
mites, 

2. The Righteous, by death are freed from 
Spiritual .Ev1i:s, as, 

1. From the Aſlaults of the Devil, our Life 
here is a continual Warfare, the Church is Mi- 
Jitant, and we mult fight as the Lord's Soul- 
diers, and that not againſt Fleſh and Blood, for 
then one Man's Sword would be as long as 
-nothers, and one Man's Skin as thick as ano- 
thersz but againſt Principalities , Powers , 
Rulers of the darkneſs of this World, Spiritual 
Wickedneſles, Lambs againſt roaring Lions, 
Men againſt Devils, and not for a Natural or 
Temporal, but for a Spiritual and Eternal Life, 
not for an Earthly, but for a'Heavenly Crown 
and Kingdom : And in this War there is no 
time of Truce, if the Devil be overcome one 
time, he will ſuddenly, and none knows how 
ſoon, give a freſh. Afﬀault, but Death ends the 
Battel , notasamong Earthly Warriours, when 
the one dicth inthe Fight the other getteth the 
upper 
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upper hand , -but 1a this Fight rhe Devil hath 
not the Victory by the death of the Faithful. 
but the Faithful at the end get a full and final 
Conqueſt, and aſcend into Heaven, there to 
triumph, the Devil cannot aſſault them there, 
he may compals the Earth, but he cannot enter 
within the Liſts of Heaven , he never came 
thither to aflault any ſince he was caſt out; 
though he tempted _1dam in the Earthly Para- 
diſe, and got him to be thruſt out, yet can 
”- not tempt any. in the Heavenly Para- 
iſe, 

2. It is no ſmall evil to the Righteous to 
live and converſe among the Wicked, to ſee 
the Land diſhonour God, as juſt Lot was vexed 
with the filthy converſation of the Wicked, 
Dwelling among them, in ſeeing and hearing , ht 
vexed his righteous ſoul from day to day at their 
wnlavful deeas :' 2 Pet. 2. 7, 8. He which is 
truly grieved for Sin in himſelf, will be alſc 
grieved tor Sin in others; ſo David, Pal. r19! 
136. Rivers. of waters 7un down mine eyes, becas/ 
men keep not thy law: and Pſal. 120,5, Wo & mm: 
that 1 am —_ to awell in Meſech, and in th: 
tents of Keaar ; barbarous and-profane People. 
that did neither know God, nor fear, nor love; 
nor ferve- him. Now this World is full of 
ſcandalous Sinners, that if a Man would not 

D keep 
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keep any converie with iuch , he muff go ou 
f the world, as St. Paul faith, 1 Cor. 5. 10. 
But Death frees the Righteous from this evil, 
:or it taketh them out of the World , that they 
(hall not behold either the Sins which Men 
commit againlt Gcd , or the evils which God 
doth bring upon them ;, yea Death doth carry 
them into Heaven, to the Society of the Holy 
Angels and the Spirits of Juſt Men made per- 
fe&t , which fin not at all, but do the Will of 
| God in all perfection. 
; 3. Another Evil from which the Righteous 
are treed in Death 1s the practice of Sin here, as 
Solomon faith, There i not a juſt man upon earth, 
that doth good and ſinneth net: FEccleſ, 9, 20, 
In. many things we ſin all, Jam. 3.2. As the 
, Wicked fin 1n all things, fo the Righteous, 
| yea all the Righteous ſin in many things, and 
nothing is {o grievous to the true Chriſtian as 
Sin, it is as the Thorn, 2 Cor. 12. or barbed 
head of an Arrow- in the tender Fleſh, a Splinter 
under the Nail , it woundeth in the piercing 
in, and woundeth in. the taking out, he will 
cry with St. Paul, O wretched man that I am, &c, 
Rom. 7, But Death deſtroyeth Sin, this is a 
' Myſtery of Grace, Sia brought in Death, 
and. Death drives out Sin: After Death the 
Righteous ſhall be perfealy ſanRified, and _ 
ike 
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ke the Angels to do the Wall of the Lord 
readily, willingly, cheartully, delightfully, ang 
conſtantly, At firſt Death was inflicted as # 
puniſhment for Sin , but now it is uſed as + 
means to ſtop the courle of Sin : Turc diitum eſt 
homini, morieris ſi peccaveris, nunc dicitur, morer, 
ne pecces; Then it was ſaid to Man, If thou fin 
chou ſhalt dye; now it 1s (aid to the Righteous 
Man, Dye that thou mayſt not fin. Sin is the 
Mother, and Death 1s the Daughter, and the 

Daughter ſhall become the deſtroyer of her own ' 
Mother : Unto the Chriſtian Death is a perfe | 
mortification of all his earthly members, anc 
the deſtruction of the whole Body of Sin. 

2, The Good which Death brings to the! 
Righteous Man is manifold, 1. It brings him! 
into the preſence of God, the Father, Son , and 
Holy Ghoſt, our Father, Redeemer, and Com- 
forter, an immediate communion and fellow- 
fhip with the Sacred Trinity. 2. The Beatifical 
Viſion of God, To ſee his face, Rev.22.4. To ſee 
him as he is, 1 Joh. 3.2. 3. Union with God. 
4. Fruition of God, and that for the manner. 
immediately, all means ceaſing ; for the mea- 
ſure, fully, enjoy God in all, and all in God, for 
time, eternally, for ever with the Lord, and 
reign for ever and ever, Revelat. 22.5. for th: 
place, in the third Heaven, the Heaven of 
D 2 Heavens. 
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Heavens, the Paradils oft God, where the 
Throne of God and of the Lamb is, for the 
:ompany joyned with us, the innumerable 
company of glorious Angels and bleſſed Saints : 
from this Fruition will ariſe endleſs and un- 
(peakable Joy, and Pleaſure, and Glory , That 
far more exceeding and eternal weight of Glory, 
2 Cor, 4. I7. 


{{/zs 1, In that Death cannot be avoided, 
we ſhould learn to prepare and wait for it, to 
have our Loins girded , as the 1ſrae/ztes, and 
our Staves in our Hands, ready to take our 
Journey from Ezypt to Canaan: as Fowls deſirous 
to fly, ſtretch our their Wings, ſo ſhould we, 
being defirous to be with the Lord , ſtretch 
out our Aﬀections towards Heaven. As Abra- 
ham was in the Door of his Tent when the 
Angel appeared unto him, and E/yah in the 
mouth of the Cave when the Lord appeared 
unto him; fo we ſhould be ready to come out 
of the Cave and Tabernacle of our Body when 
the Lord appeareth unto us by his Meſſenger, 
Death. 

Let our Lamps be trimmed, our Lights 
burning , and always watching, as our Lord 
commandeth, Matth.24.42. Watch therefore, for 
ye know not what hour your Lord doth come : And 
holy 
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holy Fob practiled, job 14. AU the days of m 
appointed time will 1 wait, till wy change come. 

Louk to your Faith that it be unfeigned, the 
Faith of God's Ele&t, to Conſcience, that ir 
be pure, undefiled , void of offence towards» 
God and Man, to Converſation, that it be ſuch 
as becometh the Is , that 1s, holy, and in 
Heaven: a good Life will fit us for a comforta. 
ble Death, and a comfortable Death will aſſure 
us of a joyful ReſurreRtion, 


Hz 2. Death to the Righteous is not hurt» 
ful, therefore not to be feared , but is beneficial, 
cherefore to be deſired: Unto the gracious 
Chriſtian , whoſe Conſcience is purged from 
dead Works, Death ſhall neither be fearful nor 
bitter z Acerbites non mortis ſed culpe, The bitter- 
nels is not in Death, but in Sin: as a Serpent 
wanting a Sting may hifs, but cannot hurt, a 
Man may take it in Hand and put it in his 
Boſom, fo the Righteous Man may welcom 
and embrace Death, and be ſure it will never 
hurt him : it is not the death of the Man , but 
of Sin in the Man, it is not the deſtruction 
but the abſolution of the Chriſtian, the dil- 
ſolution of the Body is the ablolution of the 
Soul. So then not Death it (elf , but the Opi- 
nion of Death. is terrible , for lince it tranſlates, 
us 
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Us trom this precencevii Word, and Vale of 
Milery and the ſhadow of Death, itntoxguer- 
laſting Life into the Land of the Living, How 
can it be called Death, ſaid one of the Ancients. 
being womine mazis quam re formidabilis, for- 
midable rather in name than indeed 2 

The ſeparation of the Soul from God , that 
is Death, but the ſeparation of the Soul from 
the Body is only the ſhadow of Death: There- 
fore ſuch as are dead, not in Soul, but in the 
Fleſh, are not ſaid to be properly dead, but 
to be covered with the ſhadow of Death. The 
Righteous Man who 1s Evangelically Righteous 
hath no cauſe to fear Death , but with St. Pa«/, 
deſire to be diflolved, and to be with Chriſt : 
Let him only fear Death who is unwilling to 
go to Chriſt, It is true which Solomon faith, 
that The day of a mans death (that is, a Righteous 
Man's death ) 7s better than the day of his birth: 
Eccleſ. 7.3. The day of a Godly Man's Birth 
is the beginning of his Miſery, but the day of 
his Death is the end of his Miſery, and an en- 
trance into endleſs Glory and Blils, 


Uſus 3. Conſolation as to the Death of 
our Righteous Friends, It cannot be denied, 
but that we ought in a ſpecial manner to con- 
lider and lay to Heart the Death of our 

Righteou: 
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Righteous Friends that are near and dear unto | 
us, of whom we have good grounds to. be 
perſwaded rhat they ſleep in Jelus, and dye in} 
the Lord,” for it may be they were taken trom 
us becauſe we were not worthy of them, and 
the Mercies we received from God in and by 
them, and were -not thankful unto God for 
them , or that we gloried; were proud of them, 
and truſted too much in-them , made Fleſh our 
Arm. We muſt conſider whether God hath 
deprived us of them as a puniſhment of our 
Sins and Unthankfulnels, as the Widow of 
Sarepta (aid unto the Prophet, O man of God! 
art thon come to call my ſins t0 remembrance ? 
1 King. 17.18, In this reſpe& we have cauſe to 
mourn, and lay to Heart the Death: of our 
Righteous Friends. 

We of this Place have cauſe indeed to 
mourn , droop, hang down our Heads like 
Bulruſhes, to weep, yea to weep if it were 
poſſible Rivers of Tears, till we can weep no 
more , with Davida, becauſe our Honourable 
deareſt Lord and beft Friend to all of us is not : 
But that this may be guided with Wiſdom, and 
that we be not ſwallowed up of Sorrow , let 
us rightly underſtand where he is not: He is 
not in a Priſon, but in a Palace of freedom 
and enlargement; he is not in the Sea _ 

wit 


The Bleſſed Leath 


with Waves, expoled to Storuis, but arrived 
ſafely in the Haven, he 1s not in Bondage of 
Corruption, but in the glorious Liberty of the 
Sons of God, he 1s not in the Way and upon 
his Journey, travelling and toyling , but in his 
Country, and at home in his own Manſion, 
in his Father's Houle, he 1s not in the hope 
of Heaven , but in the actual poſſeſſion of it : 
And look how far Heaven doth excel the 
Earth, eternal Good things, momentary and 
periithing Vanities; the true Joys of the Saints 
of God, the falſe Delights of the Sons of Men : 
So much is his Condition better than ours is, 
or his was, when with us. Oh then! Pereat 
contriſtatio ubi eſt tarta conſolatis ; Forget we our 
Sadneſs in the midſt of ſuch Joys, and let 
theſe Conſolations allay the bitterneſs of our 
Grief, and dry up in part the Fountain of our 
Tears, 


Farther conſider : 


I. His Gain: Ballance that (whereof you 
you have heard before) with our Loſs, and 
then our Loſs (though exceeding great) will 
hold no weight. 

2. Let that Argument which preyailed. with 
the Epheſians in the like Caſe {way with us, 
The 
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The will of the Lord be done, Ats21.13, Le 
us not make ſuch Idols of our ſelves, or our 
Friends, as for their Death, ſo comfortable 
| | and advantageous to them, to be diſcontented 
with God's appointment. 

3. -If-the Heathen could ſay, Non amitti- 
mus, ſed premittimus , why ſhould not Chriſtians 
much more be ſo perſwaded, and ſay, We do 
not loſe our-Godly Friends, but fend them 
before us 2 * 


Uſus 4. Yet take this Caution , Beware of 
the Sin of this People reproved in the Text, 
im not laying to Heart the Death of this our 
| Honourable, Dear, Religious, and Right 

' Chriſtian Lord; but make we ſome Ule of 

this (ad -— mg of Divine Providence. 
: I, Conſider it as a plain Prognoſtication 
and Warning of ſome Evil to come, as in the 
Text, The Kghteous is taken away from the evil 
fo come : a Trumpet ſounded , or a Beacon ſet 
on fireto alarm and awaken us out of the ſleep 
of Sin, to fright and fire Sinners out of their 

carnal ſecurity. - - 

We may be aſſured he is freed from all Evils 
and Miſeries preſent, and it may be he pre- 
tvented ſome extraordinary Judgments which 
remain for it, Sin is rife and ripe, hath - 
the 
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the Symptoms of Ripenels : 1. It 1s great, 
knows net how to be more ſinful , ſtrikes 
immediately at the Glorious Face of God. 
2. Common, from the higheſt to the loweſt. 
3. It is impudent; Sinners of this Generation 
cannot bluſh , they declare their Sin as Sodom, 
they hide it not. 4. Incorrigible, we have 
been ſtricken , but we have not grieveds, we 
have been conſumed, but refuled to receive 
Corre@ion, we have made our Faces harder 
than a Rock, we have refuſed to return, Jer. 


3 


We may therefore juſtly fear ſome ſtrange 

future Evils, when the Harveſt is ripe t 
ſharp Sickle will be thruſt in, and the: Earth 
will be reaped, and when the Grapes are fully 
ripe , the Vine of the Earth ſhall be gathered 
and caſt into the great Wine-preſs of the Wrath 

of God, Rev, 14. 14- | | 
Now Goed grant, that as he -hath pre- 
vented ſuch Evils by his blefſe& Death.,, {a 
we may prevent them by our unfeigned and 
(caſonable Repentance, and by receiving that 
Exhortation, Zeph. 2.1, 2, 3. The decree 6: 
big and travelleth, and' will undoubtedly lrin; 
forth, therefore gather your ſelves, 0 Nation, fees 
ye the Lord, it maybe ye ſhall be hid inthe day «/ 

the Lord's anger. X 

- 2. R 
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' 2, Remember we his eminent Virtues and 
holy Graces for our imitation , he hath no 
need of our Prayers or our Prailes, his Praiſe 
is not of Men but of God: Though his God 
had honoured him highly in the fight of all 
wiſe, learned, good, godly, and great Men, 
as unto his Servant David , Made him a great 
name among the great men that are in the earth: 
2 Sam. 7.0 that he will be eminently Famous to 
all Poſterity, as one of his Honourable Brethren, 
a Learned Judge of the Land faith: And let 
me add, His Remembrance will be as The 
Remembrance of Joſiah , like the compoſution of the 
perfume made 1, art of the Apothecary , ſweet 

honey in all mouthes, and Melodious in all 
Ears, as muſick at a banquet of wine. Ecclus, 


49. I. 

This is for our Comfort and Inſtruction , 
but adds nothing to his Happineſs, which is 
in the higheſt perfetion, now in the clear 


ſight and full fruition of the chiefeſt good, 

If he deſires any thing , it is our Imitation, 
that I am inclined to believe; that rhe Saints 
1n Glory deſire the Salvation of their Brethren 
on Earth, and conſequently, that they ſhould 
be followers of them 1n the way of Salvation. 
Kev, 6.10, 


E 2 Then 
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Then remember we, 


1. His Humility , Meekneſs, and Gentle-. 

*nels, and Self-denial; in this Grace , which 
.indeed is the grace of every Grace, he was 
another Moſes. 
- 2. His Patience under all his Croſles and 
Tryals, whereof he had no ſmall portion , 
#and his long continued Affliction in this Ex- 
-cellent Virtue, that. he was another Mirror, 
after holy Fob. 

3. His Temperance and Sobriety, in the mid(t 

of a ſottzſh and ſwiniſh Generation. 
' 4+. His Righteouſneſs and .Juſtice , he was 
another <Ar:#1ides; to hinder him from admi- 
niſtring of Juſtice impartially , to high , low, 
Rich, Poor, without Fear or Favour, was to 
(top the Sun in. the Firmament, and to divert 
4ts Courle, 

5. His Picty and holy Devotion, in publick, 
1a private, inſecret , he kept cloſe: and con- 
[tant communion with God, 


: 6. His Charity and Mercifulneſs to the 
Poor , . his. bowels of Compaſſion were largely 
drawn out to them. 


7. His indefatigable Induſtry in all the 
Duties 
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Duries of his Calling, general and particular, 
it may be Engraven upon his Tomb, 


Hic mortuus requieſcit ſemel , 
Qui oivus, requievit nunquams. 


Here, being dead , he reſteth once ; 
Who being alive, reſted never. 
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| deeply planted and habituated in his Gracious 
Soul, even from his Youth, for his God 
looked early upon him, which was his own 
Expreſſion to my ſelf with great Humility, 
-_ thankful Relignation of himſelf, and all 
that he was, and had, to his good God , from 
whom he acknowledged he received all. 
Theſe, I ſay, were acted, and ſhined in the 
whole courſe of his Life : Let us remember them. 
carefully and conſcionably follow, him ia theſe 
Holy Steps, ſo ſhall we come t5'the Place 
and Eſtate wherein he is, and meet again at 
che Right Hand of Jeſus Chriſt at the Reſur- 
rection of the Juſt, to our mutual Joy, and 
rejoycing both his and ours, and hear and 
have that joyful and blefſled Doom , Come 


ye 
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26: bleſſed.of my Father, inherit the kingdon, —— 
Which God of | his (infinite Mercy and rich 
Grace grant, for Jeſus Chriſt his dear Son's 
lake, to whom be Glory, and Majeſty, Domi- 
nion, and Power, and Bleſſing, now and for 
ever. Imen, 


